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Biggest Global Executive MBA class ever off to a successful start 

On April 11, 2014, the WU Executive Academy and the University of Minnesota's Carlson 

School of Management invited the 2014-2015 Global Executive MBA class to Palais Coburg in 

Vienna for a festive Welcome Reception. The current class comprises 45 participants from 19 
nations, making it the biggest and most international one since the program's inception in 
1999. Keynote speaker Martina Ernst, Global Executive MBA alumna and Head of Human 
Resources at Erste Bank, delivered a riveting welcome address in which she shared her 

personal recipe for success with the new MBA students. 

Two days earlier, i.e. on Tuesday, the new Global Executive MBA class had embarked on the program's 

first module, “Leading People and Organizations”, to explore the following topics together with 

international top experts: “Creating Sustainable Competitive Advantage Through People and Culture” and 

“The International and Cross-Cultural Dimensions of Leadership”. 

In her keynote speech, Martina Ernst, Head of Human Resources at Erste Bank, picked up the thread and 

explained what other factors, apart from a state-of-the-art MBA program, she regarded as essential when 

it comes to achieving career success on a long-term basis: 

“In the course of the program, you will actively work on a wide range of skills—from discipline and 

perseverance to social intelligence and agility. A positive mindset, a modicum of luck, common sense and 

good gut instincts are, however, equally essential ingredients for long-term success. But you cannot force 

them, which is why it will also take courage, integrity and passion for you to make the most of your MBA 

studies,” said keynote speaker Martina Ernst. 

Prof. Bodo B. Schlegelmilch, Dean of the WU Executive Academy, and Prof. Michael J. Houston, Associate 

Dean of International Programs at the Carlson School of Management, also extended a warm welcome to 

the new students and stressed that they have made an excellent decision: “Congratulations on having 

opted for this MBA program. When it comes to making the right MBA choice, a strong brand is crucial, 

because what really matters at the end of the day is not that you have earned an MBA degree but where 

you have earned it. We offer you an ideal combination: WU Vienna is Europe's largest business university 

and the Carlson School of Management is one of the leading US Business Schools.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


