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Industry event of the year: 11th Forum Hospital Management 

Bad medicine—or how bad is medicine? 

On March 20, 2014, the 11th Forum Hospital Management will take place at Studio 

44 in Vienna. Austria's leading health-economics day, which is the result of a close 

collaboration between the WU Executive Academy, Vienna General Hospital and the 
Vinzenz Group, traditionally highlights industry trends, explores issues that will 
shape the future of health-care and discusses national and international real-world 

examples of innovative health-care management. Each year, the three partner 
institutions' combined wealth of academic and practical expertise attracts 
hundreds of national and international academics and practitioners to Vienna for an 
exchange of opinions on the challenges facing the (Austrian) health-care sector. 

This year, the Forum will revolve around the theme of "Bad medicine—or how bad 
is medicine?". 

As a result of the close collaboration between Vienna General Hospital (one of Austria's 

major hospitals and an internationally renowned provider of cutting-edge medical services), 

the Vinzenz Group (a reputable operator of non-profit hospitals and health-care facilities in 

Austria) and the WU Executive Academy (a leading provider of executive education in the 

CEE region), the Forum offers a blend of research and practice, theories and real-world 

applications as well as of ideas and implementation strategies that is unique in Europe. 

During the Forum Hospital Management, national and international experts meet on an equal 

footing to discuss both future challenges in health care and ways and means of addressing 

them. 

"Because the growing problems facing health care are caused not only by inefficiencies and 

structural weaknesses but, to a much greater extent, also by the progressive medicalization 

of all aspects of life, and given that society is reaching the limits of its economic potential, an 

effort needs to be made to counteract this trend. We need managers who, taking into 

account scientific, economic and ethical concerns, are capable of resolving the conundrum of 

how to strike a sensible balance between what is possible and what is feasible. Giving a 

trenchant analysis of how this can be achieved—e.g. by educating decision-makers—is what 

we aim to do during the Forum," says Prof. Johannes Steyrer, Academic Director of the 

Professional MBA Health Care Management and Head of WU Vienna's Research Institute for 

Health Care Management and Health Economics. 

 

Bad medicine—or how bad is medicine? 

Many experts believe that medicine is about to take total control of human nature. Thanks to 

advances in genetics, stem-cell therapy, nanomedicine and technology, it seems to have the 

power to transform Homo sapiens into Homo immortalis. What is paradoxical in this context 

is that the more medicine can do, the more patients worry about not benefiting from the full 

range of treatment options. 

 

Among other things, "bad" can mean "inferior in quality" or "evil". But in what respects, if 

any, is modern medicine "inferior in quality" or "evil"? 



 

 

 

In an effort to investigate exactly this issue, national and international experts will present 

and discuss real-world examples of innovative health-care management, placing special 

emphasis on the following questions: 

- How and when does medicine take unfair advantage of the imbalance of power 

inherent in the physician-patient relationship? 

- How frequent are errors in medicine and how dangerous is it for patients to undergo 

medical treatment/stay in hospital? 

- What is medicine allowed to do—and who will be able to afford the blessings of 

medicine in the future? 

In addition to discussions on such exciting topics as "Views from the dark side of medicine", 

"Philosophy of and spiritual reflection on really 'good' medicine" or "And how bad is medicine 

really?", featuring Dr. Arthur Wechselberger, President of the Austrian Medical Chamber, and 

Dr. Hans-Jörg Schelling, Chairman of the Main Association of Austrian Social Security 

Associations, there will also be presentations by 

- Dr. Gerald Bachiner, Lower Austria's patient and nursing advocate, 

- Prof. Markus Hengstschläger, Director of the Institute of Medical Genetics, Medical 

University of Vienna, 

- Mg. Dr. Johannes Pausch, Prior of Gut Aich, a Benedictine monastery, 

- Prof. Elisabeth Presterl, Director of the Clinical Institute for Hospital Hygiene, Medical 

University of Vienna, 

- Prof. Matthias Schrappe, Chairman of the German Coalition for Patient Safety, 

University Hospital Frankfurt, and 

- Dr. Frank Wittig, science journalist and editor at SWR. 

 

Facts about the 11th Forum Hospital Management: 

Language: German 

Date: March 20, 2014 

Time: 9:00 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Venue: Studio 44 (1030 Vienna, Rennweg 44) 

Participation fee: €160 per person incl. lunch and refreshments during breaks 

€120 for members of the Vinzenz Group and Vienna General Hospital 

as well as for students of WU Vienna 

For further information and to register, please visit: www.executiveacademy.at/forum 
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