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Press release of the WU Executive Academy  Vienna, February 23, 2015  

 

700 new members for the WU Executive Club 

The WU Executive Club, the WU Executive Academy's alumni community, has 

reason to celebrate: As a result of integrating the WEMBA alumni association of 

the Warsaw School of Economics into the club, it can welcome approximately 700 

new members, most of whom are successful Polish executives. Apart from 

significantly contributing to making the WU Executive Club even more diverse and 

more attractive, the newcomers will as of now be able to enjoy the full range of 

benefits and services it offers. 

The Warsaw Executive MBA (WEMBA), a first-class training program for managers, ranked 

among Poland's leading MBA offerings until its discontinuation three years ago. It was jointly 

offered by the Warsaw School of Economics (SGH) and the Carlson School of Management 

(CSOM), the latter of which the WU Executive Academy has collaborated with very 

successfully for 15 years. 

Close historical ties 

But there was also direct cooperation between the SGH and the WU Executive Academy: 

Until the WEMBA's discontinuation, the MBA students of all three business schools used to 

work together closely for six months in the process of completing the capstone project of 

their training, the so-called Virtual Team Project. 

 

After the WEMBA had been discontinued, the Polish alumni tried to organize events for the 

members of the WEMBA alumni association on a regular basis on their own—a difficult 

undertaking without the backing of a vibrant umbrella organization. 

In order to help remedy the situation and in view of the close historical ties, the WU 

Executive Academy has decided to make it possible for all Polish alumni to join the WU 

Executive Club as a full member if they so wish: 

"Given that the curricula of the Warsaw Executive MBA and the WU Executive Academy's 

Global Executive MBA are similar and that the two programs share a common history, it was 

a logical step for us to integrate the alumni in our Executive Club," explains Prof. Bodo B. 

Schlegelmilch, Dean of the WU Executive Academy. "The WEMBA alumni association is a 

valuable addition to our community, making it even more exclusive, more diverse and more 

international. Let me take this opportunity to wish our new members an intriguing exchange 

of knowledge and experience, and to extend to them a warm welcome on behalf of the WU 

Executive Academy!" 

A dynamic network with many benefits 

By joining the WU Executive Club, the approximately 700 WEMBA alumni gain access to an 

exclusive community of more than 2,000 executives from over 80 countries. On average, 

the members of the WU Executive Club have more than fourteen years of professional and 

about seven years of management experience in a wide variety of fields. The club offers 

them a broad range of networking opportunities, including career workshops, regular 
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specialist events featuring eminent international speakers as well as functions from Vienna 

to Moscow.
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But WU Executive Club members also benefit in several other ways: They are assisted in 

their career development by the Career Center, can log into a members-only group on 

LinkedIn to view exclusive job postings, and are put into contact with partners from top 

businesses. Moreover, a monthly newsletter keeps them up to date with what is going on 

and informs them about special offers such as privileged access to conferences and 

seminars or exclusive insurance deals. 

Michal Kozlowski, Partner of the law firm Kozlowski, Smigielska I Wspolnicy, and President 

of the WEMBA alumni association, welcomes the WU Executive Academy's decision: "An 

alumni club is a dynamic forum that needs to keep growing in order to flourish. However, 

ever since the discontinuation of the Warsaw Executive MBA, it has been impossible for our 

alumni association to expand its network. I am, therefore, absolutely delighted with our 

integration into the WU Executive Club, as a result of which we will, after three years, again 

be able to enjoy the benefits of a vibrant, exclusive and continuously growing community." 
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