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Coming this fall: International Residency also for Professional MBA 

Marketing & Sales and Project Management specializations 

If you want to fully grasp the complex interdependencies in today's increasingly 

globalized business environment, you need to go out into the world—there are 

things you cannot learn about through reading but only through personal 

experience. Therefore, study trips, known as international residencies, have been 

an integral part of most of the WU Executive Academy's MBA programs for many 

years. 

As of fall 2015, Professional MBA students enrolled in either the Marketing & Sales 

specialization or the Project Management specialization, too, will have the 

opportunity to take part in, and substantially benefit from, a study trip to the USA. 

During this international residency, offered in addition to the regular curriculum, 

participants will attend special classes at the University of Minnesota's Carlson 

School of Management. Moreover, in the afternoons, they will visit leading 

businesses based in the region such as 3M, Thomson Reuters or General Mills to 

experience for themselves the particularities of local markets, customers and 

growth strategies. 

 

What business strategy should you pursue as a European entrepreneur seeking to gain a 

foothold in the US market? What cultural differences are there that you need to be mindful 

of, and what can you do to make the most of local opportunities and detect potential risks at 

an early stage? In the future, Professional MBA students enrolled in either the Marketing & 

Sales specialization or the Project Management specialization will get answers to such 

questions not only in class but also in the field while visiting handpicked American 

businesses. 

 

Experiencing the US business environment first-hand 

"In the mornings, participants will attend special modules at our partner university, the 

Carlson School of Management, to develop a thorough understanding of the special 

characteristics of both the US market and the United States' global economic strategy. In 

the afternoons, they will visit companies such as Thomson Reuters, General Mills or Caribou 

Coffee, the second-largest specialty coffee retailer in the USA after Starbucks, allowing them 

not only to gain first-hand insights into these businesses but also to exchange views and 

opinions with their top managers afterward," explains Prof. Barbara Stöttinger, Academic 

Director of the Professional MBA Marketing & Sales. 

 

More flexibility and additional networking opportunities 

As of fall 2015, the residency will take place every other year, offering as many as five MBA 

classes an opportunity to travel to the USA: "From a networking point of view, things could 

not be better," says Prof. Martina Huemann, Academic Director of the Professional MBA 

Project Management. "The residency is intentionally designed to bring together students 

from two Professional MBA specializations and two years, i.e. four Professional MBA classes, 
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and the Executive MBA Bucharest of the respective year. As a result, it will take the 

exchange of experience among participants to a completely new level." 

 

Apart from ensuring that the study trip will offer a wealth of unique experiences, the two 

academic directors have placed particular importance on making it optional for students to 

participate. 

"As a rule, executives, especially those working in marketing, sales or project management, 

are frequent travelers. Hence, we will give students the freedom to choose whether or not 

they would like to take advantage of this great additional offer," adds Prof. Stöttinger. 

Prof. Bodo B. Schlegelmilch, Dean of the WU Executive Academy, is absolutely convinced 

that virtually no student will miss out on the opportunity to take part in the new residency: 

"No podcast, book or course manual can provide the kind of first-hand experience that our 

students will gain during their stay in the USA." 

 

 

 

Press contact: 

WU Executive Academy 
Mag. Paul Kospach, MA 

Welthandelsplatz 1, Building EA 
1020 Vienna 

+43 1 31336 5161 
paul.kospach@wu.ac.at 
www.executiveacademy.at 

 

mailto:paul.kospach@wu.ac.at
https://www.executiveacademy.at/en/Pages/WU-Executive-Academy.aspx



