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Press release WU Executive Academy                                Vienna, October 17, 2016 

Financial Times EMBA ranking 2016: Global Executive MBA again 

number 44 

 Still one of the world's top 50 MBA programs: In the current Financial Times (FT) 

Executive MBA (EMBA) ranking, the WU Executive Academy's Global Executive 

MBA has achieved an excellent overall result. Coming in 44th for the second year 

running, it is the 14th-best MBA program in the EU and the third best in the 

German-speaking world (Germany, Austria and Switzerland), and has once again 

been a top scorer in several key categories of the ranking. 

 

The FT EMBA ranking has for years been considered the preeminent ranking of the world's 

leading business schools. Of all the MBA programs in existence, only an infinitesimal 

percentage meet the FT's strict criteria for participation. Besides prestigious international 

accreditations, the ranking is, thus, one of the most important yardsticks for prospective 

students when it comes to making their MBA choices. 

The most important MBA ranking is once again dominated by familiar names, albeit in 

reverse order: This time, the Tsinghua-Insead EMBA program, which came third in 2015, 

tops the list, ahead of Kellogg/HKUST Business School (#2) and Trium: HEC/LSE/NYU Stern 

(#3). 

Barbara Stöttinger, Dean of the WU Executive Academy, is very pleased with the fact that 

the Global Executive MBA has come in 44th: “This is indeed a great accomplishment; we 

have managed to repeat last year's success and are once again among the world's top 50 

MBA programs. I am absolutely delighted with this result as it reflects all our efforts in 

recent years to constantly enhance the quality of our MBA programs, and to make our 

offerings to students even more attractive,” she says, and adds: “In the German-speaking 

world, our program is now the third best, which is truly remarkable because we are ahead of 

some really good programs offered by internationally renowned universities such as 

Essec/Mannheim or St. Gallen.” 

“I am very happy that, after achieving a great success in this year's ‘Masters in 

Management’ ranking, where we have come in eighth, we have also done well in yet another 

Financial Times ranking with our Global Executive MBA. Both results clearly show that WU 

Vienna is one of the best business universities, offering study and training programs that are 

respected around the globe,” emphasizes Edeltraud Hanappi-Egger, Rector of WU Vienna. 

 

Among the top 20 in key categories 

Like in previous years, the ranking comprises 16 categories focusing in particular on the 

quality of the program and the career progress of graduates. In those categories that are 

especially relevant from a student’s perspective, the Global Executive MBA has even made 

the top 20. As far as “Average work experience” is concerned, it ranks number 13 (#4 in the 

EU), ahead of the University of Columbia/LBS or the University of Oxford: Saïd. In terms of 

“International course experience”, the program is number 19 (#5 in the EU), and when it 

comes to the “Internationality of students”, it is even number 14 (#8 in the EU), doing 

better than the University of Chicago: Booth or ESCP Europe. 
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WU Executive Academy – Executive Education at the Highest International Level 

The WU Executive Academy of the Vienna University of Economics and Business (WU) brings 

more than 100 years of experience and an excellent reputation to the field of executive 

education and belongs to the leading business universities worldwide.  

The executive education portfolio of the WU Executive Academy includes MBA and Master of 

Laws programs, university certificate programs, custom and open programs. In recent 

years, it has become one of the leading providers in Central and Eastern Europe. 

In the fall 2015, all MBA programs of the WU Executive Academy were accredited by AACSB 

International (The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) for a five-year 

period. Following accreditations by EQUIS, AMBA and now AACSB, the WU Executive 

Academy is the first and only Austrian MBA provider to hold the "triple crown", a coveted 

and rare hallmark of excellence.  

Apart from WU, less than 75 business universities and business schools around the globe, 

and just two in the German-speaking world, meet the strict quality standards of all three 

accreditation agencies. 

Each year, as many as 750 graduate students, and about 1,200 managers, experts and high 

potential from over 75 countries study in our executive education programs. At present, 

residencies and programs are conducted in more than 15 countries on three continents. 

The faculty of the WU Executive Academy consists of both internationally renowned 

professors and top executives. Together, they provide the latest scientifically-based 

knowledge and in-depth views of state-of-the-art applications of management models. 

The new campus WU 

In September 2013, the WU and the WU Executive Academy moved to the new “Campus 

WU” near the city center and adjacent to one of Vienna’s largest parks. The WU Executive 

Academy building was designed by the Spanish architects NO.MAD Arquitectos. It resides in 

a square-sided tower comprising seven floors, featuring a front made of glass and 

aluminum. Both sky and nature are mirrored in the building, which blends perfectly into its 

surroundings. The new campus offers world-class facilities and state-of-the art resources to 

the students, enabling the WU Executive Academy to provide first class executive education.  
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